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Well, well, well......

What a celebration and what fun and
craic! ‘Twas a time to say thanks for
the years and what has been.
But we’re not finished yet -

‘the best is always yet to be,
the last for which the first was made’.

Mile buiochas to everybody
and | emphasise everybody who made
the occasion a ‘wonder’.

Thanks to all the great people in those
parts who do so much to build

community and make a real difference.

Thanks for all the goodies and gifts too.
I’'m remembering you all in my prayers.

With gratitude and an abundance of
appreciation and love.

Fr Tommy Dillon
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Keeping in Touch

St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry
Sunday 29™ June 2025

Sts Peter and Paul, Apostles

Well, well, well......

What a celebration and what fun and craic!
‘Twas a time to say thanks for the years and what has been.
But we’re not finished yet -
‘the best is always yet to be,
the last for which the first was made’.

Mile buiochas to everybody and | emphasise everybody
who made the occasion a ‘wonder’.

Thanks to all the great people in those parts
who do so much to build community

and make a real difference.

Thanks for all the goodies and gifts too.
I’'m remembering you all in my prayers.

With gratitude and an abundance of appreciation and love.

Fr Tommy Dillon



St Mary's Parish, Bennekerry

Fr Tom Little PP - Ph 059 9131559.

Fr Tommy Dillon PE 059 9142565

Newsletter Items - 059 9143881.

Deadline for News items: - 9pm Wednesdays
Emergency Number for the Priest on Duty 087 2588118.
Parish Office - 059 9142565 087 - 1269709.

Website: www.askeaparish.ie; email: of fice@askeaparish.ie

Anniversaries 29™ June 2025

John Lawlor, Brownshill

Elizabeth Lawler, Butron Hall

Joseph & Siobhan McDonald, Farmerstown
Rosaleen Riordan, Birmingham & Tyrone

Michael & Mary Dunne, Court, Monamolin, Gorey
Edward Dunne, Sydney, Australia and Wexford

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

The way to stay stress-free is to live a healthy spiritual life,
doing the things that bring you faith, gratitude, positiveness,
humility, love and unselfishness.
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K & L Diocesan Lotto Results draw 25 June 2025.

Numbers drawn were. 10, 20, 22 & 24. No €15,000 Jackpot Winner
13 Match 3s get €77 each.

Askea / Bennekerry had No Match 3s.

Winner Promoter

Next week’s Jackpot €16,000. Tickets for the Lotto are available in the
Church and can be bought for multiple weeks. Tickets are also available to
buy online on the parish website www.askeaparish.ie. You can also call to
the Parish Centre during the week to buy a ticket.

Cemetery Masses

St Joseph’s Church, Tinryland — Friday 4" July at 8pm.

St Mary’s Church, Bennekerry — Friday 11" July at 7.30pm.
St Mary’s Cemetery, Carlow — Monday 14" July at 7.30pm

The Parishes of Askea Bennekerry and Tinryland pilgrimage to
Lourdes 2025 We plan to join with Leighlinbridge Parish this year for the
annual pilgrimage to Lourdes. Travelling Tuesday 7" October 2025 and
returning Saturday 11™ October 2025. Hotel Eliseo. Four nights B&B and
evening meal. Cost €725 per person sharing. Supplement for single
occupancy €180. Booking through Tully’s Travel, Tullow Street, Carlow.
Deposit required to secure place. Full balance due on or before 25% July
2025. Passenger names must be exactly as per the VALID PASSPORT.

Bennekerry Senior Citizens’ Committee are organising a bus trip to
Waterford / Tramore on Tues 15 July. We will stop briefly in Waterford
to allow anyone who wants to spend the day in Waterford to get off. The
rest of the group will spend the day in Tramore returning to Dooley’s
Hotel Waterford for food at 5pm and to meet the rest of the group. We
hope to be back in Bennekerry about 8pm. Due to cancellations there are
now a limited number of seats available. The bus is free on the day, but
any other costs incurred are at person’s own expense. If you are
interested in going, please contact Monica at 087 9151650 before 7t July
or any other Committee member.
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Columbanus Day Celebrations

All paths lead to Carlow this July when the town hosts the XXVI
Columbanus Day celebration from 11t July to 13t July 2025. This
significant occasion honours St Columbanus, one of Ireland’s most
influential early missionaries, recognised for his contributions to the
spiritual and cultural foundation of Europe. St Columbanus, patron saint
of the Missionary Society of St Columban, was born in Myshall. The
three-day event promises a rich blend of cultural, spiritual and communal
experiences. Highlights include the launch of the exhibition ‘Ireland and
the Birth of Europe,” a symposium exploring the relationship between
creation and spirituality given by Columban missionary Fr Sean
McDonagh, and a walk along the picturesque Columban Way. Visitors
can also look forward to engaging talks, such as ‘Columbanus, the Man
from Myshall,” by former President Dr Mary McAleese, taking place in the
Holy Cross Church in Myshall. The celebrations culminate with the XXVI
Columbanus Day Mass at the Cathedral of the Assumption, Carlow on
Sunday 13™ July. We very much look forward to hosting the International
Columbanus Weekend, when pilgrims from all over Europe will gather
here in our diocese to honour this great Saint.

Graiguecullen MONSTER Bingo Tuesday 1°t July 2025
St. Fiacc’s Hall 8.30pm. Jackpot on 50 numbers € 2130.
Double number € 390. Lotto € 1350.

Come and See Day

A day to explore priesthood: talks, time for prayer, answering your
guestions, discerning a vocation, Knock House Hotel F12 R6Y5, Sunday
13t July 11.00am to 4.30pm. Bookings only through Vocations.ie. For
more information contact: carol.king@vocations.ie

24 Hour Silent Vigil for Gaza from 12 noon Saturday 19t July to 12 noon
Sunday 20™ July at Clane Church Plaza space. Prayer, silence and
reflection in solidarity with the people of Gaza. More details from our
Suaimhneas Centre, Clane.
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Daily Mass Hymn Books - We have taken delivery of a new supply of Daily
Mass Hymn Books. These are available from the Parish Centre of Sacristy.
Cost €6.

Qualified Maths Teacher available for maths lessons. Junior and Leaving
Cert catered for. Can start over Summer if required. For more
information, contact James at 085 8441527.

Men’s Rosary. Carlow Calling all Men to join us for The Men’s Rosary of
Reparation and Conversion of Ireland. And Pray for World Peace. This First
Saturday 5% July at 1.30p.m. At the Liberty Tree (opposite Mc Donald’s) in
unison with 24 venues out Ireland and the World. All Welcome. For Enquires.
0863742641.

Joint Bakesale with Senior and Junior Carlow Foroige Clubs

in the Fr John Cummins Building, College Street, Carlow after 10.30am
Mass (across the road from the Carlow Cathedral) on Sunday 29 June.
Free Coffee/Tea. All Are Welcome.

YOUTH PILGRIMAGE TO CROAGH PATRICK

Join with Bishop Denis and others from across the Diocese as together we
climb Croagh Patrick and celebrate Mass at the summit. August 23™ Buses
from Carlow, Nass and Portlaoise. Please contact Christine in FDS to book

a place on one of the buses. 059 9164084 or fds@kandle.ie

Rally for Life 2025 Rally for Life 2025 takes place on Saturday,
5t July 2025.

St Brigid’s 3-day Pilgrimage to Lough Derg 2025 Friday 4™ July — Sunday
6t July and Wed 13t™ Aug — Fri 15™ Aug. Bus pickups at Monasterevin,
Kildare, Newbridge, Naas, Sallins, Clane, Kilcock, Maynooth and
Dunboyne M3 park and ride. For information and bookings: Tel Joe
0872467594 or email deirdregleeson@medwise.ie
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CALENDAR

Monday 30" The First Martyrs of Rome died under Nero in
the year 64.

Tuesday 1% St Oliver Plunkett was from Irish nobility whose
family supported King Charles 1. He was ordained in Rome in
1654. He became a professor of theology from 1654-1669. He
was forced to conduct a convert ministry during the suppression
of priests. He was arrested and tried at Dundalk in 1679 for
conspiring against the State. It was seen that Oliver would
never be convicted in Ireland, and he was moved to Newgate
Prison, London. St Oliver Plunkett was found guilty of high
treason for promoting the Catholic faith and was condemned to
a gruesome death. He was martyred on 1 July 1681 at Tyburn,
by hanging, disesmbowelling, quartering and beheading. He was
the last Catholic to die for his faith at Tyburn and the first of the
Irish Martyrs to be beatified. His body was initially buried in
two tin boxes next to five Jesuits who had died. His head is in
St Peter's Church at Drogheda, Ireland, most of his body is at
Downside Abbey, England, some relics in Ireland.

Thursday 3™ St Thomas, Apostle, is said have preached The
Gospel in India where he was martyred. The faith that led him
to know Christ in his wounds also sent him to the farthest places
to preach Christ.

Friday 4" St Elizabeth of Portugal, 1271-1336, of the House
of Aragon, had an unhappy marriage with the King of Portugal.
She persevered in prayer and good works, and as a widow lived
in poverty as a Franciscan Tertiary.

Saturday 5" St Anthony Zaccaria 1502-1539, was a medical
doctor before becoming a priest in Milan. He founded the
Barnabites.



THE BLACK BIRD OF
GLANMORE

On the grass when | arrive,
Filling the stillness with life,
But ready to scare off

At the very first wrong move.

In the ivy when | leave.
It’s you, blackbird, | love.

| park, pause, take heed.
Breathe. Just breathe and sit
And lines | once translated
Come back: “I want away

To the house of death, to my
father

Under the low clay roof.”

And | think of one gone to
him,

A little stillness dancer—
Haunter-son, lost brother —
Cavorting through the yard,
So glad to see me home,

My homesick first term over.

And think of a neighbour’s
words

Long after the accident:
“Yon bird on the shed roof,
Up on the ridge for weeks—
| said nothing at the time

But | never liked yon bird.”

The automatic lock

Clunks shut, the blackbird’s
panic

Is shortlived, for a second
I’'ve a bird’s eye view of
myself,

A shadow on raked gravel

In front of my house of life.

Hedge-hop, | am absolute
For you, your ready talkback,
Your each stand-offish
comeback,

Your picky, nervy goldbeak—
On the grass when | arrive,

In the ivy when | leave.
Seamus Heaney



A Night in June

The sun has long been set,

The stars are out by twos and threes,
The little birds are piping yet

Among the bushes and trees;
There's a cuckoo, and one or two thrushes,
And a far-off wind that rushes,

And a sound of water that gushes,
And the cuckoo's sovereign cry

Fills all the hollow of the sky.

Who would go " parading"

In London, and " masquerading,"

On such a night of June

With that beautiful soft half-moon,
And all these innocent blisses?

On such a night as this is!

William Wordsworth



