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Jubilee Celebration 

 
On Friday 20th June we will join with  

Fr Tommy Dillon and his family to 
celebrate the 60th anniversary of his 

ordination to the priesthood. 
 

Bishop Denis Nulty will celebrate Mass 
of thanksgiving at 7pm in Holy Family 
Church Askea. The combined choirs of 
Askea, Bennekerry and Tinryland will 

attend. 
 

Refreshments will be served in Askea 
Parish Community Centre  

after the Mass.   
All are welcome to join the celebration. 

 
We wish Fr Tommy and his family every 

blessing on this happy occasion. 
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Keeping in Touch 
St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry  

 Sunday 15th June 2025 

The Most Holy Trinity  

      

  

Jubilee Celebration 
On Friday 20th June we will join with  

Fr Tommy Dillon and his family to celebrate the  

60th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood. 

 

Bishop Denis Nulty will celebrate Mass of thanksgiving at 7pm 

in Holy Family Church Askea. The combined choirs of Askea, 

Bennekerry and Tinryland will attend. 

 

Refreshments will be served in Askea Parish Community Centre  

after the Mass.   

All are welcome to join the celebration. 

We wish Fr Tommy and his family every blessing on this happy 

occasion. 

 



St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry 

 

Fr Tom Little PP – Ph 059 9131559.  

Fr Tommy Dillon PE 059 9142565 

Newsletter Items – 059 9143881.  

Deadline for News items: - 9pm Wednesdays  

Emergency Number for the Priest on Duty 087 2588118. 

Parish Office – 059 9142565 087 – 1269709. 

Website: www.askeaparish.ie; email: office@askeaparish.ie 
 

Anniversaries 15th June 2025 

Annie and James O’Neill, Brownshill 

Also their sons Jim and Phil and daughter Betty 

Joseph & Elizabeth Archbold, Brownshill Avenue 

 

Thought for the week - Seasons 

First April she with mellow showers 

Open the way for early flowers; 

Then after her comes smiling May, 

In a more sweet and rich array; 

Next enters June, and brings us more 

Gems than those two that went before; 

Then lastly, July comes and she 

More wealth brings in than all those three. 

                                        Robert Herrick 
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K & L Diocesan Lotto Results draw 11th June 2025.   

Numbers drawn were 01, 27, 28 & 30. No €13,000 Jackpot Winner           
8 Match 3s get €125 each.   
Askea / Bennekerry had NO  Match 3s.  
Winner                                            Promoter 
 
Next week’s Jackpot €14,000.  Tickets for the Lotto are available in the 
Church and can be bought for multiple weeks. Tickets are also available to 
buy online on the parish website www.askeaparish.ie.  You can also call to 
the Parish Centre during the week to buy a ticket. 

            

 Cemetery Masses 
 St Joseph’s Church, Tinryland – Friday 4th July at 8pm. 
 St Mary’s Church, Bennekerry – Friday 11th July at 7.30pm. 
 St Mary’s Cemetery, Carlow – Monday 14th July at 7.30pm 
 
 An Gairdin Beo On the 18th June at 17:30, An Gairdín Beo, in partnership 

with County Carlow Environmental Network, CCEN, will host an 
Inspiring Summer Gathering at its Community Garden at Old 
Dublin Rd.  If you are passionate about sustainability, community, and care 
for the Earth, then this is the event for you! 
Highlights of the Evening include: 

• Inspirational Talk: US Professor Emeritus Peter Blaze Corcoran will talk 
about the Earth Charter’s vision and how it can empower your community. 

• Community Connection: Meet like-minded individuals in a welcoming 
and inspiring atmosphere. 

• Refreshments: Enjoy delicious, wood-fired pizzas made on-site with the 
freshest local ingredients.. 
Spaces are limited … go to the An Gairdín Beo Facebook Page to secure 
your free place today! 
Together, we can make a difference.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

 www.facebook.com/share/p/1BaTZFZQZ5/ 
 

Qualified Maths Teacher available for maths lessons. Junior and Leaving 

Cert catered for. Can start over Summer if required. For more 

information, contact James at 085 8441527. 

http://www.askeaparish.ie/
http://www.facebook.com/share/p/1BaTZFZQZ5/


First Holy Communion Season We welcome the children and their 
families to Sunday Mass as they receive the sacrament of First Holy 
Communion. We invite the children and their families who have received 
the sacrament of First Holy Communion to join us on Sunday 22nd June 
2025 for the Feast of Corpus Christi. 
 

Summer Dues for the Priests of the Parish.  We thank everyone 
who donated to this collection.  Your support is very much 
appreciated. 
 

The Parishes of Askea Bennekerry and Tinryland pilgrimage to 

Lourdes 2025 We plan to join with Leighlinbridge Parish this year for the 

annual pilgrimage to Lourdes.  Travelling Tuesday 7th October 2025 and 

returning Saturday 11th October 2025.  Hotel Eliseo. Four nights B&B and 

evening meal.  Cost €725 per person sharing.  Supplement for single 

occupancy €180.  Booking through Tully’s Travel, Tullow Street, Carlow. 

Deposit required to secure place.  Full balance due on or before 25th July 

2025.  Passenger names must be exactly as per the VALID PASSPORT.   

Graiguecullen Bingo Tuesday 17th June 2025; St.Fiacc’s Hall at 8.30pm 
Jackpot on 49 numbers €1870; Double number €1720; Lotto €1250 

 

Carlow County Council are offering all households and business in our 

community an opportunity to dispose of all old electrical equipment for free. 
You can dispose of any item that uses a plug or a battery, no matter how big or 
small at the following locations. 
  

Date Time Location Adress Eircode 

Saturday 
28th June 

10am-4pm Tullow Mart Barrack Street, Tullow R93E431 

Tuesday 
1st July 

10am -4pm Rejuice IT Bagenalstown Industrial Park, 
Royal Oak Road, Bagenalstown 

R21E297 

Thursday 
3rd July 

10am -4pm Hacketstown Fire 
Station 

Fairgreen, Hacketstown R93YX47 

Tuesday 
8th July 

10am -4pm Borris Mart Fenagh Road, Borris R95AY07 

Thursday 
10th July 

10am -4pm Carlow Mart Killeshin Road, Carlow R93VOR1 

 We accept everything from a tiny watch battery to a large photocopier. 
For further information please email environment@carlowcoco.ie 

 
  

mailto:environment@carlowcoco.ie


CARLOW LIBRARY NEWS! 
Chroma Art Group will hold an Exhibition of their work in Carlow Library 
from Wednesday 5th June to Wednesday 11th June, all welcome!, 
  
There will be an Art & Craft Exhibition in Carlow Library for Refugee 
Week which takes place 16th to 21st June 
  
Fostering in the Frame at Carlow Library Tullow Street Carlow  “A Day In 
the Life of Foster Families” Exhibition June 25th - 30th   
“A Day in The Life of Foster Families” is photo and story exhibition that depicts 
the everyday lives of Irish foster families across South Tipperary/Carlow/Kilkenny 
region. The exhibition opens at Carlow Library Tullow Street Carlow on June 
25th. The photo exhibition is part of Tulsa’s National Fostering Awareness 
month which is a campaign being run by Tusla throughout June 2025 to raises 
awareness about the ongoing need for foster carers in communities across 
Ireland and how rewarding it is to foster a child.  As the statutory agency for and 
experts in foster care, Tusla provides, through its community of foster carers, a 
safe, secure, and stable home environment for children and young people who 
cannot live with their birth parent(s). Ireland is among the world leaders in foster 
care, and across Ireland 3,817* foster carers currently open their homes to 5,021* 
children. Tusla foster carers are an essential component of Tusla’s alternative 
care system, with 88.4% of children in care living in a foster placement 
  
A Day In The Life of Foster Families is described by organisers Tusla Foster 
carers & staff as “a big family album of one day, of one community – the fostering 
community - and represents a snapshot of their lives.”  The exhibition, which was 
curated by a team comprising foster carers and Tusla fostering staff features 
pictures and individual fostering stories from foster families and children across 
TUSLA Carlow Kilkenny, South Tipperary (CKST). 
  
The A Day In The Life of Foster Families exhibition tells us many things about 
foster families. They love the sea, sport, baking and animals and, most 
significantly, they are ordinary families that do an extraordinary thing -caring for 
children and young people who, for many reasons, need a foster family 
 Every photo in A Day In The Life of Foster Families tells its own story and, as an 
ensemble, creates a sense of place, and an emotional connection. The adage ‘a 
picture is worth a thousand words’ is certainly true for this exhibition and we 
encourage people to come and view it.  Fostering staff along with a Foster Carer 
will hold an information afternoon On Monday June 30th 10.00am -
12.00pm   where you will have the opportunity to chat further about fostering . 
There will also be on line information sessions throughout June which are listed 
on www.fostering.ie  Further information regarding Fostering can be found 
on www.fostering.ie   Call Freephone 1800 226771 or 
email tusla.fostering@tusla.ie 
Please email to library@carlowcoco.ie for any queries! 
Follow Carlow Library on facebook /carlowcountylibrary & Twitter/X 
@carlowlibraries for event listings 
 

http://www.fostering.ie/
http://www.fostering.ie/
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“Parishes Alive - Moving Forward in Hope!” Bishop Denis, together with the 
Diocesan Pastoral Council, will host a day for lay people and clergy to explore 
the direction of the Diocese of Kildare & Leighlin and how it impacts on the day-
to-day life of a parish. We are building on the work done previously by the DPC, 
the Council of Priests, Faith Development Services, and across parishes. The day 
will comprise inputs from guest speakers, along with prayer, general discussion, 
and intentional listening. The keynote speaker will be Prof. Fr Michael Conway, 
Professor of Faith & Culture at St Patrick’s Pontifical University, Maynooth. It 
takes place on Saturday, 21st June 2025 in Carlow College with registration at 
9:30am, starting promptly at 10am and concluding at 4 pm. Lunch is included. 
Booking essential by email to parishdevelopment@Kandle.ie  providing your 
name and parish, or by phoning 083-8305681. 
 

Bennekerry Senior Citizens’ Committee are organising a bus trip to 
Waterford / Tramore on Tues 15th July.  We will stop briefly in Waterford 
to allow anyone who wants to spend the day in Waterford to get off. The 
rest of the group will spend the day in Tramore returning to Dooley’s 
Hotel Waterford for food at 5pm and to meet rest of group. We hope to 
be back in Bennekerry about 8pm. Due to cancellations there are now a 
limited number of seats available.  The bus is free on the day, but any 
other costs incurred are at person’s own expense.  If you are interested in 
going, please contact Monica at 087 9151650 before 7th July or any other 
Committee member.  

Bus to Knock - June 22nd Leaving Tullow 7:30am. Departing Askea Church 
Carpark 8am. Contact Brendan Dowling 087 6537753. 

 Graiguecullen Killeshin Parish Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help  Our 20th Annual Parish Solemn Novena takes place in St. Clare’s 
Church, Graiguecullen and continues on Monday 16th June.  We invite 
people to place their petitions in the petition boxes in St Clare’s Church or 
send them by email to gkparish@gmail.com. Through the prayers of our 
faith community and the intercession of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, we 
ask Jesus to relieve whatever burdens we carry. The rosary will be recited 
at 7.10pm and Mass begins at 7.30pm. Our Guest Speaker will be Ger 

Brennan former Dublin Footballer and current Manager of Louth 
County GAA team.    

  

mailto:parishdevelopment@Kandle.ie
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CALENDA R  

Thursday 19th :-St Ramuald was a monk who lived a life of strict penance 

and solitude.  He established many monasteries most notably at Camaldoli 

in Tuscany. He died in 1027. 

Bl Dermot O’ Hurley and Companions Archbishop Dermot O’ Hurley 

of Cashel 

Friday 29th:-Bl Irish Martyrs.  Seventeen Irish martyrs, men and women, 

cleric and lay, put to death for the Catholic faith between 1579 and 1654 

were beatified by Pope John Paul 11 in 1992: 

Dermot Hurley, Archbishop of Cashel, hanged 20th June 1584 at Hoggen 

Green. 

Conor O’ Devany, Bishop of Down and Connor hanged, drawn and 

quartered. 

Patrick O’Loughran, chaplain to the O’Neill family.  

Maurice McKenraghty, chaplain to the Earl of Desmond, both hanged. 

Also hanged were Dominicans Terence O’Brien and Peter Higgins, 

Franciscans John Kearney, Patrick O’Healy and Conrad O’Rourke, 

Augustinian William Tirry and a Jesuit lay-brother, Dominic Collins. 

Lay-people Frances Taylor, mayor of Dublin,  

Margaret Bermingham died of ill treatment: 

 A baker, Matthew Lambert, and a group of sailors, Robert Meyler, 

Edward Cheevers and Patrick Cavanagh were hanged, drawn and 

quartered on 5th 1581.  Six Catholics of Irish birth or connection executed 

for the faith in England had already been beatified in 1929 and 1987: John 

Roche (alias Neale), John (Terence) Carey, Patrick Salmon, John 

Cornelius (alias John Conor O’Mahoney, Charles Meehan, Ralph 

Corby (Corbington). 

Saturday 21st :-St Aloysius Gonzaga joined the Jesuits.  As a model Novice 

he worked in the plague hospital and caught the fever, dying in 1691 at the 

age of 23.  Patron of youth. 

  



JUNE 
Broom out the floor now, lay the fender by, 
And plant this bee-sucked bough of woodbine there, 
And let the window down. The butterfly 
Floats in upon the sunbeam, and the fair 
Tanned face of June, the nomad gipsy, laughs 
Above her widespread wares, the while she tells 
The farmers' fortunes in the fields, and quaffs 
The water from the spider-peopled wells. 
The hedges are all drowned in green grass seas, 
And bobbing poppies flare like Elmo's light, 
While siren-like the pollen-staind bees 
Drone in the clover depths. And up the height 
The cuckoo's voice is hoarse and broke with joy. 
And on the lowland crops the crows make raid, 
Nor fear the clappers of the farmer's boy, 
Who sleeps, like drunken Noah, in the shad 
And loop this red rose in that hazel ring 
That snares your little ear, for June is short 
And we must joy in it and dance and sing,L 
And from her bounty draw her rosy worth. 
Ay! soon the swallows will be flying south, 
The wind wheel north to gather in the snow, 
Even the roses spilt on youth's red mouth 
Will soon blow down the road all roses go. 
                                                       Francis Ledwidge 
  



CE VACANCIES – A.P.S. CLG 
• Are you currently unemployed and looking to enter the workforce 

and gain work experience and training opportunities? 

• If you are over 21 years of age & in receipt of a Social Welfare 

Payment, these working opportunities might be for you. No 

experience necessary.  Accredited training will be provided to 

support your career. 

Maintenance / Caretaker – Bennekerry Parish – Ref:2386361  

Key Responsibilities:  

Building Maintenance:  * Conduct regular inspections of the 

building, identifying and addressing minor repairs as needed (e.g., 

plumbing, electrical, carpentry). Maintain heating. Systems to 

ensure optimal comfort and energy efficiency. Perform routine 

cleaning and upkeep of the centres interior and exterior. 

Groundskeeping: Mow lawns, trim hedges, and maintain flower 

beds to enhance the centres aesthetic appeal. Remove debris, 

leaves, and other litter from the grounds and parking bays. Water 

plants and shrubs as necessary, especially during dry periods. 

Event Support: * Assist with the setup and teardown of chairs, 

tables, and other equipment for community events.  Ensure the 

Church is clean and presentable for all occasions.  

Security and Safety: Monitor the Church building and grounds for 

security risks, reporting any suspicious activity to the appropriate 

authorities.  

Record Keeping:  Maintain accurate records of maintenance tasks, 

repairs, and inventory.  

Learning and Development:  Actively seek opportunities to learn 

new skills and techniques related to building maintenance and 

groundskeeping.  Participate in training programs and workshops 

to enhance your knowledge and expertise.  

Ideal Candidate:  Passion for the Role: A genuine interest in 

maintaining the Church. Basic Maintenance Skills: Basics in 

carpentry, plumbing, painting, or electrical work is beneficial. 

Physical Fitness: Ability to perform physically demanding tasks, 



such as lifting heavy objects and working outdoors in various 

weather conditions. Reliable and Punctual: A strong work ethic 

and commitment to completing tasks on time. Team Player: 

Willingness to collaborate with other staff members and 

volunteers. Benefits: Gain Valuable Experience: Learn new skills 

and gain hands-on experience in a variety of maintenance tasks. 

To register your interest for this position, check out jobsireland.ie 

and select “register your interest” or contact the Carlow Intreo 

office on 0818-405060 and quote the above reference number. 

Ground Maintenance person – Palatine GAA Club – Ref 2386359  

Daily Tasks: Collect bottles on pitches. Pick up rubbish around the 
pitch and clubhouse. Sweep out and clean dressing rooms as 
necessary. Check and replenish toilet paper in all toilets, including 
upstairs. Keep clothes bank slot clear of any blockage.  

Twice Weekly Tasks: Empty all bins, including pitch side bins. Empty 
glass bottles and cans from the bar into bins.   

Weekly Tasks: Prepare bins for leaving at the gate for collection on 
Thursday mornings. Pick up all cigarette butts around the clubhouse. 

Other Frequent Tasks: Mark the pitch as deemed necessary. Cut 
grass.  
Additional Responsibilities (May Include): General tidying and 
maintenance of the clubhouse interior and exterior. Assisting with 
minor repairs as needed. Monitoring and reporting any maintenance 
or safety issues.  Assisting with setting up for club events and 
activities. Other duties as assigned by the Club Management.   
Skills and Qualities: Ability to work independently and efficiently. 
Attention to detail and a pride in maintaining high standards. Reliable 
and punctual. Ability to follow instructions. Awareness of health and 
safety practices. Good communication skills. A positive attitude and 
willingness to contribute to the club.  
Benefits: Gain Valuable Experience: Learn new skills and gain hands-
on experience in a variety of GAA groundskeeping/caretaking tasks.  

• To register your interest for these positions, check out 
jobsireland.ie and select “register your interest” or contact the 
Carlow Intreo office on 0818-405060 and quote the above 
reference number. 

  



Carlow Environmental Network Summer Community Get Together & 
Talk -  Free event: On Wed 18th of June Carlow Environmental Network 
(CCEN) warmly invites you to a Summer Community Get Together & Talk 
on the Earth Charter in An Gairdín Beo, Carlow town 5.30pm-8.30pm. 
Enjoy some pizza and an illuminating talk on the Earth Charter. Everyone 
is welcome but registration is necessary here: https://tinyurl.com/yn7jvuvr 

Email:  info@ccen.ie if you have any questions. 

 Columban Day Celebrations 

All paths lead to Carlow this July when the town hosts the XXVI 
Columbanus Day celebration from 11th July to 13th July 2025.  This 
significant occasion honours St Columbanus, one of Ireland’s most 
influential early missionaries, recognised for his contributions to the 
spiritual and cultural foundation of Europe.  St Columbanus, patron 
saint of the Missionary Society of St Columban, was born in 
Myshall.  The three-day event promises a rich blend of cultural, 
spiritual and communal experiences.  Highlights include the launch of 
the exhibition ‘Ireland and the Birth of Europe,’ a symposium exploring 
the relationship between creation and spirituality given by Columban 
missionary Fr Sean McDonagh, and a walk along the picturesque 
Columban Way.  Visitors can also look forward to engaging talks, such 
as ‘Columbanus, the Man from Myshall,’ by former President Dr Mary 
McAleese, taking place in the Holy Cross Church in Myshall.  The 
celebrations culminate with the XXVI Columbanus Day Mass at the 
Cathedral of the Assumption, Carlow on Sunday 13th July.  We very 
much look forward to hosting the International Columbanus 
Weekend, when pilgrims from all over Europe will gather here in our 
diocese to honour this great Saint. 
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 The Dandelion 

 

The dandelion disks of gold 

Like mimic suns the greensward dot, 

In woods beyond the meadow-lot 

The violet's shy blue eyes unfold. 

Bid blithe farewell to winter's cold 

And troop to field from hall or cot 

The dandelions disks of gold 

Like mimic suns the greensward dot. 

 

I'm jealous, sweet, lest you should hold 

The primrose dearer!--Ah, be not 

In English primrose time forgot 

Our own gold-daisy, brave and bold, 

The dandelion--whose disks of gold 

Like mimic suns the greensward dot! 

                                               

 

                                          Alice Williams Brotherton 

 


