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Ascension
As | reflect on the celebration today as a
moment of grace in these troubled times, |
would like in this message to invite you to
be ‘communicators of hope’. Too often
today, communication generates not hope,
but fear and despair, prejudice and
resentment, fanaticism and even hatred.
All too often it simplifies reality in order to
provoke instinctive reactions; it uses words
like a razor; it even uses false or artfully
distorted information to send messages
designed to agitate, provoke or hurt.

| dream of a communication that does not
peddle illusions or fears, but is able to give
reasons for hope Martin Luther King once
said: ‘If I can help someone as I pass along,
if I can cheer somebody with a word or
song.... Then my living will not be in vain.;
To do this, though, we must be healed of
our ‘diseases’ of self-promotion and self-
absorption and avoid the risk of shouting
over others in order to make our voices
heard. A good communicator ensures that
those who listen, read or watch can be
involved, can draw close, can get in touch
with the best part of themselves and enter
with these attitudes into the stories told.
Communicating in this way helps us to
become ‘pilgrims of hope’, which is the
motto of the present Jubilee.

From the message of Pope Fransis
for 59™ World Day of Social Communications 2025
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Keeping in Touch

St Mary’s Parish, Bennekerry
Sunday 1°" June 2025
The Ascension of the Lord

Miracles

Why, who makes much of a miracle?

As to me | know of nothing else but miracles,

Whether | walk the streets of Manhattan,

Or dart my sight over the roofs of houses toward the sky,

Or wade with naked feet along the beach just in the edge of the water,

Or stand under trees in the woods,

Or talk by day with any one | love, or sleep in the bed at night with any one |
love,

Or sit at table at dinner with the rest,

Or look at strangers opposite me riding in the car,

Or watch honey-bees busy around the hive of a summer forenoon,

Or animals feeding in the fields,

Or birds, or the wonderfulness of insects in the air,

Or the wonderfulness of the sundown, or of stars shining so quiet and bright,
Or the exquisite delicate thin curve of the new moon in spring;

These with the rest, one and all, are to me miracles,

The whole referring, yet each distinct and in its place.

To me every hour of the light and dark is a miracle,

Every cubic inch of space is a miracle,

Every square yard of the surface of the earth is spread with the same,
Every foot of the interior swarms with the same.

To me the sea is a continual miracle,
The fishes that swim - the rocks - the motion of the waves - the ships with men
in them,
What stranger miracles are there?
Walt Whitman
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Anniversaries 1% June 2025

David Lynch, Pollerton

Paddy Rossiter, 3 Kernanstown

We ask the Lord to grant eternal rest to:

Phil Cantwell
Trim, Co Meath

and we offer our sympathy and the support of our prayers to all who have
suffered the loss of a loved one at this time.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Knowledge is a collection of facts. Wisdom is knowing
how to apply knowledge.
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K & L Diocesan Lotto Results draw 28" May 2025.

Numbers drawn were 21, 25, 29 & 31. No €11,000 Jackpot Winner
2 Match 3s get €500 each.

Askea / Bennekerry had No Match 3s.

Winner Promoter

Next week’s Jackpot €12,000. Tickets for the Lotto are available in the
Church and can be bought for multiple weeks. Tickets are also available to
buy online on the parish website www.askeaparish.ie. You can also call to
the Parish Centre during the week to buy a ticket.

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Luxembourg honouring Carlow Trained St
Willibrord Join Fr Thomas O’Byrne and our ecumenical friends from the
Diocese of Leighlin as the Diocese and the Cathedral Parish travel to
Luxembourg to partake in the Annual Hopping Procession in honour of
Carlow trained St Willibrord, Patron Saint of the Netherlands and the First
Apostle of the Netherlands, from Sunday June 8" to Wednesday June 11,
2025. St Willibrord spent twelve years in Co Carlow at Rath Melsigi, in the
Parish of Tinryland, before leaving for the continent in 690AD. He is highly
regarded in Belgium, Germany, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. Every
year the town of Echternach, where he is buried, holds a centuries old
UNESCO World Heritage Status Hopping Procession in his honour. The
procession is known as the People Who Pray With Their Feet. In 2017 the
people of Echternach presented Carlow Cathedral with his Relic which is
on permanent display. There is a display about him in Carlow County
Museum. His story features on the new Tinryland Audio App. Bookings for
this unique pilgrimage through Tully’s Travel, Tullow Street, Carlow Town,
Tel: 059 9136100, €685.00 per person sharing.

Graiguecullen Killeshin Parish Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Our 20™ Annual Parish Solemn Novena will take place in St. Clare’s Church,
Graiguecullen continues on Monday 2" June. We invite people to place their
petitions in the petition boxes in St Clare’s Church or send them by email

to gkparish@gmail.com. Through the prayers of our faith community and the
intercession of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, we ask Jesus to relieve whatever
burdens we carry. The rosary will be recited at 7.10pm and Mass begins at
7.30pm. Our Guest Speaker will be: Therese Dooley - Former UNICEF advisor
with sanitation and hygiene.
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First Holy Communion Season We welcome the children and their
families to Sunday Mass as they receive the sacrament of First Holy
Communion. The students from Askea Boys’ and Girls’ National Schools
will attend the 10.30am Mass each Sunday until Sunday 15 June 2025.
The students from Bennekerry National School will attend the 11.30am
Sunday Mass each Sunday until 15% June 2025.

Gloér Cheatharlach - summer events ‘as Gaeilge’ 2025

A full programme of events ‘as Gaeilge’ suitable for young people from
tiny tots to teenagers will take place in Carlow in July.

Colaiste Samhraidh/Summer College suitable for 5t Class - Junior Certs
will run from 30%™ June — 4™ July. Fee is €120.

Campa na nOg /Junior Camp for infants from 7t -10t July. Fee is €50.
Campa Samhraidh /Summer Fun Camp for children in 15t - 5t class will
take place from 14t -17t July. Fee is €70.

For full details and to reserve places contact Glor Cheatharlach on 087
2857048, 085 1340047 or email emma@glorcheatharlach.ie

Summer Dues for the Priests of the Parish will be collected at
all Mases on Sunday June 8". We thank you for your support.

Irish Cancer Society’s Transport Service — Volunteer Drivers Needed

The Irish Cancer Society’s Transport Service is seeking compassionate
volunteer drivers in your community. Your time can help to continue the
vital service of providing transport for patients attending cancer
treatment appointments. If you have a minimum of 2 days per month to
spare, a valid driving license, and a safe, reliable vehicle, you're the
perfect candidate to make a significant difference. Your generosity can
ease the journey for many during a challenging time, offering comfort and
support when it's needed most. Full training will be provided. There are a
number of essential post-drive administration tasks that will require
either existing knowledge of basic computer or IT skills, or the willingness
to acquire such skills (such as scanning and uploading documents or
attending virtual meetings). For more information and to become a
volunteer driver, contact Monica at volunteer@irishcancer.ie.
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Carlow Active Retirement members' meeting will be held on Wednesday
11t of June at 2.30pm in the Cathedral Parish Centre. New members
welcome"

“Parishes Alive - Moving Forward in Hope!” Bishop Denis, together with the
Diocesan Pastoral Council, will host a day for lay people and clergy to explore
the direction of the Diocese of Kildare & Leighlin and how it impacts on the day-
to-day life of a parish. We are building on the work done previously by the DPC,
the Council of Priests, Faith Development Services, and across parishes. The day
will comprise inputs from guest speakers, along with prayer, general discussion,
and intentional listening. The keynote speaker will be Prof. Fr Michael Conway,
Professor of Faith & Culture at St Patrick’s Pontifical University, Maynooth. It
takes place on Saturday, 21° June 2025 in Carlow College with registration at
9:30am, starting promptly at 10am and concluding at 4 pm. Lunch is included.
Booking essential by email to parishdevelopment@Kandle.ie providing your
name and parish, or by phoning 083-8305681.

Men’s Rosary Carlow. Calling all Men to join us for Men’s Rosary of Reparation
and Conversion of Ireland and to pray for World Peace This First Saturday. 7"
June at 1.30 p.m. At the Liberty Tree (opposite. Mc Donald’s) in unison with 24
venues throughout Ireland and the World. All Welcome.

Graiguecullen MONSTER Bingo Tuesday 3™ June. St. Fiacc’s Hall 8.30pm.
Jackpot on 47 numbers €1610. Double number €1580. Lotto €1150.

Bus to Knock June 22" Leaving Tullow 7:30am. Departing Askea Church Carpark
8am. Contact Brendan Dowling 087 6537753.

In August 2025, a new chapter for the Askea Primary Schools begins with the
amalgamation of Holy Family Boys’ National School and Holy Family Girls’
National School to form a new primary school, Holy Family National School. As
we look forward to a new era in education for the Askea Community we will
acknowledge and celebrate the legacy of the two schools with Bishop Denis
Nulty hosting a Mass to mark the closing ceremony for the community of each
school. All are welcome to join us to celebrate Holy Family Boys’

School on Friday 6th June at 9.30a.m. Mass and Holy Family Girls’

School on Friday 13th June at 9.30a.m. mass.
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Carlow Photographic Society will host their 22" annual Exhibition
(Exposure 22), in the Fairgreen Shopping Centre, between Friday 30" May
to Sunday 8% June. There will be approximately 150 exhibits, and you will
see their best work on display. This year they have dedicated a large
portion of their exhibition to a special project called Carlow At Work. CPS
photographers went out to workplaces in Carlow Town and County, and
photographed people at work in their businesses.

In the Open section, you will enjoy photographs of People, Places,
Abstract, Nature and Wildlife. There will also be a video loop showing the
digital images as well as information about the club.

On Thursday 5 June at 6pm, members of the Society will be present to
meet prospective new members and to provide information on what the
club does. Many of the photographs on display were taken by new
members who joined last September. If you think you might like to
pursue photography as a hobby, and you would like to make new friends,
please come along and see what the Carlow Photography Society is all
about. The exhibition will be open from 9am to 6pm daily, with late
opening until 9pm on Thursday and Friday. Admission is free, and the
images are on Sale for €40 for mounted, or €65 for framed photographs.
A donation to St. Clare's Hospitality Kitchen will be made from every
image sold.

The Parishes of Askea Bennekerry and Tinryland
pilgrimage to Lourdes 2025

We plan to join with Leighlinbridge Parish this year for the annual
pilgrimage to Lourdes. Travelling Tuesday 7" October 2025 and
returning Saturday 11t October 2025. Hotel Eliseo. Four nights B&B
and evening meal. Cost €725 per person sharing. Supplement for
single occupancy €180. Booking through Tully’s Travel, Tullow
Street, Carlow. Deposit required to secure place. Full balance due
on or before 25" July 2025. Passenger names must be exactly as
per the VALID PASSPORT.



CALENDAR

2" Monday St. Marcellinus and Peter, Roman clergy, martyred
under Diocletian in 303.

3rd Tuesday St Kevin was a native of Leinster and grew up in
Kilnamanagh, where he received his earliest religious formation.
Wishing to be a hermit, he crossed the mountains to Glendalough and
settled Disert Caoimhghin at the foot of the Upper Lake but disciples
began to gather round him. Gradually the great monastic settlement
grew and spread through the glen after his death in 618.

4™ \Wednesday Ss. Charles Lwango and Companions. Twenty-two
Ugandan youths martyred in 1886.

5 Thursday St. Boniface, 673-754, was born in Crediton in
Devonshire and educated in monastery schools in England. He went
as a missionary to Germany. He founded monasteries in Bavaria,
including Fulda in 735.

6" Friday St Jarlath, bishop is said to have been a disciple of St.
Enda and was also taught by St. Benignus. He became abbot bishop
of the monastery he founded at Tuam in the sixth century.

7" Saturday St Colman, (Macholmac) of Dromore, Co. Down, spent
most of his life in that area. Possibly he studied under Caetan of
Nendriam, Co. Down and was persuaded by St. Mac Nissi to settle at
Dromore c. 514

Jubilee 2025 Pilgrims of Hope During the 18" and 19t Century in the
time of persecution and the penal laws, the Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin
resided in Allen Parish. People attended Mass at the Priest’s Corner Mass
Rock in Ballyteague. As part of the Jubilee year - Pilgrims of Hope - Bishop
Denis Nulty will celebrate Mass at the Priest’s Corner Mass Rock in
Ballyteague on Sunday 15™ June at 2pm. For those who wish to walk the
2.5kms in pilgrimage, please assemble at 12.30pm at the GAA clubhouse
in Ballyteague W91 VEWS. For those do not wish to walk, car parking will
be available beside the Mass Rock which will be signposted on the day.




Two important actions regarding the appalling scenes we see unfolding
in Gaza

| invite all parishes to ring church bells next Wednesday (June 4*") at 1.05pm on
UN Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression, in response to a peace
initiative of the Férsa Trade Union inviting workers to take a moment at
lunchtime and to observe Friday (June 6™) as a day of prayer and fasting in
solidarity with all suffering in the Holy Land at this time. The statement of the
Bishops Conference follows:

“It appears that humanity has lost its heart”

Irish Bishops meeting in Maynooth last Monday offered prayers for peace in the
Holy Land, for Ukraine, Sudan and in other troubled parts of the world. In
particular, bishops discussed the humanitarian catastrophe in Gaza, stating:

“From all over Ireland, parishioners are reporting their horror and helplessness
on seeing images of death and communal destruction in Gaza. Exhausted
mothers can no longer nourish their young, children are dying of malnutrition,
while aid lorries full of supplies are being refused entry into the territory or are
not safely arriving at their destination.

“We in Ireland must pray for a change of heart. Throughout the month of June -
the month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus — we call on everyone to pray for an
outpouring of the compassion of God on a heartless world.

“To see the relentless bombardment of civilian areas, the deliberate withholding
of food from the starving, as well as the callous holding of hostages, it appears
that humanity has lost its heart. In the face of these horrors, we invite everyone
to turn to the heart of Jesus throughout the month of June by praying for the
renewal of heart that our world so desperately needs. We call on all Catholics to
make the first Friday, 6 June, a day of prayer and fasting in solidarity with our
sisters and brothers who are suffering at this time in the Holy Land.

“We echo Pope Leo XIV’s recent appeal to allow into Gaza ‘the entry of dignified
humanitarian aid and to put an end to the hostilities, whose heartbreaking price
is paid by the children, elderly, and the sick.””



